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NEWS

12th Annual Reshaping Rochester Series to
Start January 25th and Focus on 

Loving Where We Live
Tickets on Sale Now

ROCHESTER, NY -- January 3, 2017-- The 12th annual Reshaping Rochester Series
presented by the Community Design Center Rochester (CDCR) kicks off January 25
and will focus on "Our City, Ourselves; Loving Where We Live," and how civic
engagement is an integral part of our well-being.  

Speakers have all driven successful efforts that
have improved their communities and built a
strong sense of belonging. They will discuss
ideas that can be readily transferred to

Rochester. New this year, speakers will be paired with local experts who will
participate in all events related to speakers' visits. 

All lectures will be held from 7-9 p.m. at Gleason Works Auditorium, 1000 University
Avenue. Lecture tickets are on sale now for $15 per person ($10 for seniors
65+). Students are admitted free to lectures with valid ID.  A package of four
tickets good for any lecture is $50, a $10 savings off the regular price. Continuing
education credits are offered.

The luncheon will be held at 11:30 a.m. - 1:45 p.m. on Tuesday, May 9 at the
Strathallan Hotel, 550 East Avenue. Luncheon tickets are $50 per person and table
sponsorships are $500.

Tickets for the lectures and the luncheon are available now
at cdcrochester.org/reshapingrochester.html.  For more information call the Design
Center at 585-271-0520.

"From urban agriculture to bringing back a rustbelt city like Detroit, I am excited
about the impact these speaker's ideas can have today on Rochester and the
surrounding region," said Maria Furgiuele, Interim Executive Director of CDCR. "Civic
engagement doesn't just benefit our city and towns it helps those who get involved. 
By taking a stand and staking a claim we are saying 'this place matters.' Our
speakers will show us how to 'get it done.'"
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Reshaping Rochester 2017
 

January 25 - Embedding the Arts: Bringing the Arts to Where They Are
Needed and Revitalizing a Neighborhood
Hear about The Rotunda, a former church, converted by the University of
Pennsylvania into a performance venue, and the positive impact of the 40th
Street Artist-in Residence Program by rehabbing unused houses is stabilizing
the surrounding neighborhood and providing arts and cultural programming
space.  

Gina Renzi - Executive Director, The Rotunda,
Philadelphia, PA
Renzi is the Executive Director of The Rotunda, an arts and
culture community venue that presents 300+ events per
year. She has directed the 40th Street Artist-in-Residence
Program (aka AIRSpace) since 2008, supporting artists and
coordinating community outreach projects and exhibitions.
Renzi facilities the 40th Street Summer Series, a
longstanding presenter of free outdoor summer programming
for audiences of 500-plus. 

February 9 - Designing Detroit: Rebuilding by Reconnection
What can Rochester learn from Detroit's budding resurgence? Maurice Cox, a 
respected expert in community design and the former mayor of Charlottesville,
VA, will share his vision for rebuilding Detroit which includes innovative land use,
building renovation and new construction.  Maurice will discuss how he is
leveraging healthy neighborhoods to help rebuild the city.   

Maurice Cox, AIA - Director of City Planning, Detroit MI
Cox is an urban designer, architectural educator and former
mayor of the City of Charlottesville, VA. He served as Associate
Dean for Community Engagement at Tulane University, School
of Architecture and Director of the Tulane City Center. Cox has
taught at Syracuse University, the University of Virginia and
Harvard University's Graduate School of Design. He
was named one of "20 Masters of Design" in 2004 by Fast
Company Business Magazine and was Design Director of the

National Endowment for the Arts from 2007-2010.

March 7 - Growing Food, Jobs and Engagement: The Benefits of Urban
Agriculture
Learn the secret behind the success of East New York Farms!, a model of
successful urban farming and community engagement that has improved
access to fresh food, provided youth internships and supported a large network
of community gardens in Brooklyn, NY.  Since 1998 ENYF! has been working
with youth, gardeners, farmers, and entrepreneurs to convert a large number of
vacant lots in the eastern Brooklyn, an area with a population 180,000 and a
history of violent crime and poverty, into community gardens and to develop
farmers' markets.

David Vigil, Project Director, East New York Farms,
Brooklyn, NY
David Vigilis the Project Director for East New York Farms!
(ENYF!), overseeing all components of the project including
fundraising and program development. David has an



Associate's Degree from Deep Springs College in CA, and a
B.A. in History and Spanish from Columbia University. 

Jannatul Rahman, Markets and Outreach
Coordinator, East New York Farms, Brooklyn, NY
David's co-presenter is Jannatul Rahman, ENYF! Market and
Outreach Coordinator and  former youth participant in ENYF!
programs.

April 5 - A Healthy Pulse: Planning for Healthy Neighborhoods
Why decisions about where and how we build housing, streets and stores
impact our health and how data can drive decision-makers to build healthier
and more equitable communities. 

Rebecca Morley, Director, Health Impact Project, The Pew Charitable
Trust, Washington, DC

Morley directs the Health Impact Project, a collaboration and
national initiative of the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation and
The Pew Charitable Trusts, designed to promote the use of
health impact assessments as a decision-making tool for
policymakers. Morley previously served as the executive
director of the National Center for Healthy Housing, where she
led the center's recovery work in the Gulf Coast region following
Hurricanes Katrina and Rita. She also launched and chaired
the National Safe and Healthy Housing Coalition advocating for

better quality housing and neighborhoods for families. Morley is a graduate of
Nazareth College. 

May 9 - Luncheon - Starting with the River: Chattanooga's Model for
Successful Downtown Redevelopment
11:30 a.m. - 1:45 p.m., Strathallan Hotel, 550 East Avenue, Rochester
Chattanooga's decision 30 years ago to come together around riverfront
revitalization transformed downtown. Starting with the Tennessee Aquarium, the
revitalization now includes a riverwalk, ballpark, movie theater and most
recently, a climbing gym.  New downtown school and housing options have built
on the success of these earlier projects and continue the center city's
revitalization.

Kim White, President/CEO, River City Company,
Chattanooga, TN
Kim White, a native of Chattanooga, TN, has been the
President of River City Company for 7 years.  She previously
served as president and CEO of the Corker Group and
Luken Holdings, managing and leasing over 2 million square
feet of real estate.  Under her leadership River City has
focused on downtown residential development and
revitalizing underutilized and vacant properties.



 

CDC Rochester is the Rochester region's only non-profit, citizen-driven organization dedicated to
promoting healthy, sustainable communities by encouraging quality design and thoughtful use of
built and natural resources. Its design professionals, planners, and citizens serve as a
collaborative resource providing design guidance and recommendations.
 
CDCR organizes the annual Reshaping Rochester Series and Awards. CDCR has worked with
neighborhoods and communities such as Corn Hill, Maplewood/Dewey, PLEX, Joseph Avenue,
Upper Monroe, Susan B. Anthony Neighborhood, Marketview Heights, the Town of Pittsford,
Town of Brighton, Lima, Penn Yan and more.
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